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1. A Comprehensive Plan is a management tool that is used by cities to guide the allocation 

of resources and day-to-day decision-making. 

 

a. Comparable to a business plan. 

 

b. In general terms, a comprehensive plan typically consists of:  

 

(1) A Vison Statement; 

 

(2)  Goals, Policies, and Objectives; 

 

(3) A Future Land Use Map (FLUM); and 

 

(4) Data or information about the community. 

 

c. A comprehensive plan document typically consists of chapters or elements that address: 

 

(1) Land Use; 

 

(2) Housing; 

 

(3) Economic Development: 

 

(4) Transportation; 

 

(5) Utilities; 

 

(6) Parks and Recreation; and 

 

(7) Capital Facilities. 

 

d. In addition, some comprehensive plans include chapters that address sustainability, 

urban design, energy, and/or the arts. 

 

e. Note: Prior to personal computing and the Internet, it was difficult to find and access 

information about a community and as a result, comprehensive plans tended to be large, 

encyclopedia-like documents. Since information is now so readily accessible, 

Comprehensive Plans are slimming down, and are more user friendly documents that 

focus on providing policy guidance. 
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2. College Place has adopted and is implementing a Comprehensive Plan prepared in 

accordance with the provisions of the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA).  

 

a. The GMA also requires that the City adopt and implement regulations applicable to 

new growth and development that are consistent with the provisions of the 

Comprehensive Plan.   

 

b. The City is required to review and update its Comprehensive Plan and Development 

Regulations at least every eight years. The current target date is June 30, 2018.  

 

3. The update process must provide early and continuous opportunities for public 

involvement and must be conducted in coordination with Walla Walla County and the City 

of Walla Walla. The update process should also include consideration of: 

 

a. Revised demographic information; 

 

b. Revised population and employment projections; 

 

c. An assessment of current land uses and the ability to accommodate projected growth 

through existing zoning; 

 

d. Proposed revisions to Urban Growth Area boundaries;  

 

e. Revisions necessary to respond to changes in state or federal legislation; 

 

f. Revisions necessary to maintain consistency between the Comprehensive Plan and the 

Development Regulations; and 

 

g. New or revised policy direction. 

 

4. The City Council is responsible for the review and approval of any amendments to the 

Comprehensive Plan and Development Regulations. The City Council will be supported 

by: 

 

a. The Mayor who is the chief executive officer of the city and his designee, the City 

Administrator; 

 

b. City department heads and staff including, but not limited to the Planning Director, 

the Public Works Director, and the Finance Director; 

 

c. The City Planning Consultant; 

 

d. The Planning Commission; 
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e. The Parks Board;  

 

f. The Economic Development Committee;   

 

g. The City Attorney; and 

 

h. State and federal agencies, including the Washington State Department of Commerce 

and the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office. 

 

5. The City Council has approved a contract with the Planning Consultant, G. R. Dohrn and 

Associates, to support the update process.  

 

a. The contract includes a scope of work which identifies the step-by-step approach that 

will be taken to update the comprehensive plan and development regulations. 

 

b. As community leaders, you will have the best sense of what makes College Place 

unique and what you hope to accomplish. The planning consultant can provide you 

with options or alternative approaches and can help you assess their pros and cons or 

the implications. 

 

c. On occasion, the planning consultant may advise you that a potential revision may not 

comply with the provisions of the Growth Management Act, or other applicable local, 

state, or federal regulations. In those instances, the City Attorney may need to be 

consulted. 

 

6. In May, City Planning Director Jon Rickard and Planning Consultant Gregg Dohrn met 

with a wide range of stakeholders in preparation for updating the City’s Comprehensive 

Plan and Development Regulations in accordance with the provisions of the Washington 

State Growth Management Act. The purpose of the meetings was to learn more about the 

opportunities and challenges facing the community and the goals of organizations and 

individuals that have an important presence in the community. Some of the key points that 

were noted include (See handout for more detail): 

 

a. Walla Walla County planning staff do not anticipate significant changes to their 

comprehensive plan.  

 

b. The City of Walla Walla has already initiated their update process and City planning 

staff have expressed an interest in discussing several transportation planning interests 

with the City of College Place. 
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c. Walla Walla University is currently in the process of finalizing a master plan for their 

campus. This presents an excellent opportunity to coordinate planning activities 

between the City and the University. 

 

d. A significant area around Martin Airfield is in the City UGA and has been designated 

for future commercial and light industrial development. 

 

(1) The height and use restrictions around the airfield, along with the topography, 

wetlands, difficulties in extending City sewer and water, safety concerns, and the 

limited capacity of Whitman Drive may make commercial and industrial 

development in this area impractical. 

 

(2) The University is concerned about potential development activities that could 

increase traffic on Whitman Drive or other roads bordering the campus.  

 

(3) There may be a benefit to redirecting some or all of the urban growth area in the 

vicinity of Martin Airfield to others areas where the City can more reasonably 

provide urban services and that has better access, such as along SR 125 south of the 

City. 

 

e. This is an excellent opportunity to update the City’s Parks Plan and to identify areas 

underserved by parks and to prioritize future park expenditures. 
 

7. To support your efforts, we have prepared a draft Demographic Profile of the City (see 

handout). This profile includes:………….. 

 

8. As you review this profile you may be interested in noting:………. 

 

9. In addition to the Demographic Profile we have prepared an updated assessment of land 

uses in the City, also known as a land quantity analysis (see handout). This assessment 

includes…… 

 

10. As you read this assessment you may be interested to note…….. 

 

11. Finally, we have prepared a summary list of the Goals and Policies from the current 

Comprehensive Plan.  

 

12. Do you have any questions about the City’s Comprehensive Plan, Development 

regulations, or the update process? 

 

13. In closing, what if anything do you like about the community or the Comprehensive Plan 

that you do not want to see changed? 
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a. What would you like to see changed or done differently? 

 

b. What, if anything, have you seen or experienced in other communities that you would 

like to see or experience in College Place? 

 


